One Planet, One Habitation

A Bahd&'i Perspective on Recasting
Humanity’s Relationship with the Natural World

A Statement of the Baha'i International Community

June 2022
Introduction to the study of the text



-
-
®

-

L]

|



The statement

The statement has a complex structure, with
44 paragraphs in the main text under eight
headings, six separate boxes with text on
special themes, and Proposals for
Exploration under all except the first and last

headings. There are also short quotations
from the Baha'i writings.



Structure of the statement

The Natural World
TRUSTEESHIP OF THE NATURAL WORLD

One people in one global homeland

EMPOWERING PROTAGONISTS OF
TRANSFORMATIONAL CHANGE

PROPOSALS FOR EXPLORATION

Consensus in action
PROPOSALS FOR EXPLORATION
Redefining progress
RETHINKING ECONOMIC ARRANGEMENTS

PROPOSALS FOR EXPLORATION

Aligning with higher principles
PROPOSALS FOR EXPLORATION

SCIENCE AND RELIGION:
COMPLEMENTARY SYSTEMS OF
KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICE

Justice as process and outcome

PROPOSALS FOR EXPLORATION
LEARNING AS A MODE OF OPERATION

Embracing the role of the state
THE LOCUS OF DECISION-MAKING
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The world that beckons
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“This span of carth is but
one homeland and one
habitation. It behooveth you
to abandon vainglory which
causeth alienation and to set
your hearts on whatever will
ensure harmony.”

— Bali'w’llik
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The Natural World

The natural world, in all its wonder, shows
us the meaning of interdependence. From
the biosphere as a whole to the smallest
microorganism, it demonstrates how
dependent any one life-form is on numerous
others—and how imbalances in one system
affect the interconnected whole.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §1)



The Natural World

Humanity is dependent on this greater
system, but while the human race has never
had more power to shape the physical world
on planetary scales, this very power, when
not considered carefully and ignoring the
present and future common good, is having
worldwide and potentially irreversible
consequences.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §2)



The Natural World

As the grave effects of overshooting
planetary limits become increasingly
apparent, from climate change to
biodiversity loss to environmental
degradation and pollution, humanity must
develop more collaborative and constructive
relationships between its peoples and with
the natural environment.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §3)



The Natural World

Today we need action far more rapidly and
on much wider scales, changing the
organization and operation of human affairs.
The question before the nations and leaders
of the world is whether the needed action will
be taken as a matter of conscious choice and
prevention, or whether it will be caused by
destruction and suffering from environmental
breakdown (based on One Planet — One Habitation 84)



TRUSTEESHIP OF THE NATURAL WORLD

urman baings sxercize a level

of influsrce over the natural
world unique among all farms of life
onthe planst. At times, this has bean
construed as justification for an orien-
tation toward mastery ard control of
naturs, buttressed by notions of cwn-
ership and dominancs. As more and
rreore peecple hawe come to recognize
hurmanity's interconnection with and
dependence on the emviranment,
howewar, they have accepted that our
unique impact carries with it the ines-
capable duty to nurture and protect
the natural world.

Each of us anters the world = a trust
of the whole. Each in tun bears 2
measure of responsibility for the wel-
fare of all and for the plaret on which
wa depand. This world-=ncompassing
==nze of trust==ship does ot s==k

to eliminats humanity's impact on

the natural world. Material resources

will always b= required to sustain and
advances civilization. The goal, rather,
in to direct that impact consciously,
craatively, and compassionately.

A we lzarn how beat to utilize the
=arth's raw materials for the good of
all, we must be corscious of our atti-
tudes toward the source of cur sub-
sistence. Cur activities must reflect
the fact that the wealth and worders
of the =arth ar= the common heritage
of all prople, who deserve just and
=quitable access to its resources.

Cur choices must evince an inter-
generational perspective in which
the well-being of futurs inhabitant=

iz taken into account at all levels of
decision-making. And in this turbulent
pericd of human history, our activities
must increasingly be tempered by the
wizdom and judgment that come with
growing maturity.

One People in
One Global Homeland

From a pemspeoctine wide cnough to encompass the
plaret in its enrircty, humanity can be seon in no other
light than as onc poopls living in onc global homeland.
Consciousncss of this oneness, cxprosscd through rela-
tionships of justice, constitutcs the cnly foundation on
which sustainablc socictics can be raiscd.

Bvery pooplk, in its own way, cclcbrates the cver-abundant
beauty and grandcur of nature. The traditions of every
culeure pay hamage to that priccloss beritage that sus-
tains not coly the physical necds of bodics bur also the
transcendent qualitics of the spint. The task of building

a sustainable and flourishing world halds the promise of
providing a point of unity not only in shared endeavaor,
but in joyful cclchration as well.

T acknowledge humanity’s cncnces is nat to suppross
variations of cxpression, culiare, or social organization.
The principk of unity contains within it the cssential
comccpt of diversity; indecd, this is what distinguishes it
from unifarmity. In the natural world, systems fourish
through the intcraction of highly divemsificd clements.
Diifferences botween warious components can enhance the
funcrioning of the whols and strengthen the resilicnce of
the ovorall systom.

Is thereany deed inthe world=_ -
that wouldbethobler than®,, ?f ' ) i : Lo s ;
“scrvice to the common gOOd? \ o ; ' i v ; The task of building a sustainable
#No, by the Lord Ged! %y
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and flourishing world holds the
: promise of providing a point of
. B"'{’j“l'"‘ boly writth L T i ; y unity not only in shared endeavor,
- T X but in joyful celebration as well.




One people in one global homeland

Seen from the whole planet, humanity is one
people living in one global homeland.
Consciousness of this oneness, applying
justice, is the only foundation on which
sustainable societies can be raised.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §5)



One people in one global homeland

Every people, in its own way, celebrates the
beauty and abundance of nature. The
traditions of every culture recognize this
priceless heritage that sustains our physical
and spiritual needs. Building a sustainable
world will bring unity both in shared effort
and joyful celebration.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §6)



One people in one global homeland

Humanity’s oneness includes variations of
expression, culture, or social organization,
which we call unity in diversity. In the natural
world, systems also depend on many
species to function and be resilient.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §7)



One people in one global homeland

In human affairs, diversity of thought,
background, and approach are similarly
important. Truth comes through the
interaction of diverse perspectives and
experiences. Too many similar views and
opinions can lead to dangers and
breakdown.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §8)



One people in one global homeland

The contributions of many more peoples are

needed to rebalance our relationship with
the natural world.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §9)



One people in one global homeland

Presuming that one group is superior to
another, along lines of nationality, race,
wealth, or any other characteristic, prevents
consensus and coordinated action, and
undermines motivation to work for the
common good, either social or ecological.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §9)



EMPOWERING PROTAGONISTS OF
TRANSFORMATIONAL CHANGE
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Pressing environmental realities demand of humanity an One means of reinforcing the principle of the oneness of

integration of principle and humanity that could be considered is establishing mecha
med by a proceass-orientad approa
e steps should be taken as quic

nisme that would evaluate the global impacts of domestic
palicies. An agreed-upon intermnational advisory body, for

Consensus in Action

Muoving humanity to a more sustain-
ablc and harmonious relationship
with thc natural world will requinc

a strong and actionable conscnsus,
along with colloctive will, around kcy
principles that arc to shape the affairs
of the international commumnity. &
lewel of agrecment has beon cstab-
lished around foundational principles
such as stowardship, mtcrdepondenec,
and justice. Bot soch idcals have yet
to take hold as the accopted founda-

tion for collective global achion.

The msufficicncy of national plans
to reduce carbon conissions onder
the 2015 Paris Agrecment, to date,
provides onc well-noted cxample.
This gap between rhetoric and action
15 indicative of a decper challenge,
mamely that principles related o

mstainability arc not cmbedded
decply enough in the collective con-
sciousncss to shape the chosocs and
bchaviors of nations.

Conscrnsos that has boon well scttled
is demonstrated not mercly by the
namic and claim of text on a pape, but
through eoordinated, collaborative
action; its touchstonc s docds, not
words. Strong commitment to key
principles and vahes at the mtcrma-
tional level assists national and local
lcaders to overcome the barmcrs that
incvitably ansc in implementing neces-
sary changes. It clarifics the rationale
for nations to provide one another
with the resources noocssary to bring
agreemicnts to life. And it helps soci-
ctics move past ohgcctions based on
limited or sclf-scrving intorests.

Consensus that has
been well settled
is demonstrated
not merely by the
name and claim of

text on a page, but

through coordinated,

collaborative action.

Mo longer can the peoples of the
world be asked to tolerate the das-
yunction of agroemenes signed but lefe
onimplemented. Action must be made
coherent with prncples that arc col-
lectively embraced and championed
by all. The international coder must
he placed on a footing that cffectavcly
faciltates planctary responscs to
planctary challenges.

tartions notwit exampls, could sssess suc

within current niding, even as

adigms better able to meet

hi impacts across national borders

foundations that reflect new and recommend adjustments or r tion as necessary.

are offered througha:
inquiry, drawing inspiration from
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Imtegrating governance structunes in this way is well
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but attempted action along paths previcusly untraveled

nto what becomes
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to transcend presailing narratives that impede movernent

te action are allowed within the capacity of the imemat
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. and long-term

toward meaningful change. foundations which can be drawn upon

cohenence between engagement

mediation, human right Constrictio
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new agenda for peace
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consensus In action

Moving humanity to a more sustainable and
harmonious relationship with the natural
world will require strong agreement and
collective will around key principles for the
affairs of the international community such

as stewardship, interdependence, and
justice.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §12)



consensus In action

The gap between words and actions shows
that principles related to sustainability do not

yvet shape the choices and behaviors of
nations.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §13)



consensus In action

We need deeds, not words. Commitment to

key principles and values can help societies
move past limited or self-serving interests.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §14)



consensus In action

Action must be made coherent with
principles that are collectively embraced and
championed by all. The international order

must facilitate planetary responses to
planetary challenges.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §15)



Censensus in Action [continued)

PROPOSALS FOR EXPLORATION

Corsersus arcund global objectives,
such as the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), could be more robusty
translated imto action by framing con-
suhation arcund commion recognition
that ewery country still has much to leam
shout integrating the imperatives—
equally impaortant—of both sustainability
and dewelopment. Some countries have
secured high levels of material devel-
opment for many of thei citizens, but
exert disproportionate ecological impact
in terme of rascurces consurred and
warste gererated. Others have a much
more sustainable ecological footprint,
but remain in reed of significant material
development to mest the basic nesds of
ther citizers. The goal each ration must
be working toward is well-being for all
populations through mears that snsure
sustainable and harmaonious relstionships
with the natural environment Centering
this universal goal would provide an
impartant point of unity around which
consensus can be translated into collec
tive, purpos=ful action.

Building actionable consensus anund
moral and ethical standards, alongside
climat= and environmentsl standasnds,
can help =rsure principle twkes prece-
dence owver profit. This is notunchart=d
territory for the international community.
Vialuable l=szore can be drawn, for 2xam-
ple, from the certification process the
United Mations estblished to curh the
circulation of conflict related diamaonds.
Motwithstandirg any shortcomings of
that process, it represarts an iretancs of
consersus on ethical and social factors
being translrted into conorete measures
of ana lysis and adjustment at various

stepa in & commodity's value chain.

r'mumm LT

Redefining Progress

If humanity's rclaticnship with the natural world is to be
refashioncd, notions of progress, civilization, and dowcl-
opment will need to be redefined. Effores in this dirccrion,
such as budgets centered around well-being or indicators
of progress morc holistic than gross domestic product,
must bo cxpanded and decpencd, and fundamental
questions interrogated further. What arc the qualitics by
which a person, nation, or corporation arc judged sucoces-
ful? For what arc they commended and appreciated #

S0 long as such qucstions ac answeored according to
valus that pricritize posscssions over relationships or
acquisition ower responsibility, a sustainable world will
remain out af reach. Such valuecs, by their vory natore
and cffcer on the human spine, beckon incesantly to
wxcess, cuploitation, and depletion. They aleo g risc
to gross cxtremes of alicnating wealth and debilitating

poverty. Only to the degree thar these arc sct asids can

jan! 1

the profound contradictions they give risc to—not keast
the cxpoctation of infinitc growth on a finitc planct—be
resobved. And only as progress is understood in new terms
can the fundamental drivers of prosent eovironmental

crises be accumarcly identificd and lasting change be mads.

What should be plainly acknowlcdged is that no country
has yot mastcred the proccss of sustainablk dovclopocoe.
Certain forms of industrialization, technological capac-
ity, and macrocconomic growth have often been cquared
with devclopment. But the dissatisfaction and difficultics
of multitudes living in arcas traditionally considersd
developed, no less than the imjustices facing oumcrous
other populations around the world and the strain put
on the narural world, demonstrate that such a vision &
incompletc at best and often activcly detrimental. Me onc
pattern of life and vision of socicty can be taken as the
model toward which all humanity should aspinc.



Redefining progress

To fix humanity’s relationship with the natural
world, we need to redefine ideas of
progress, civilization, and development.
What are the qualities by which a person,
nation, or corporation are judged
successful? For what are they commended
and appreciated?

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §17)



Redefining progress

So long as our values prioritize possessions
over relationships or acquisition over
responsibility, and we expect infinite growth
on a finite planet, a sustainable world will
remain out of reach.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §18)



Redefining progress

Such values affect the human spirit, leading
to excess, exploitation, and depletion, with
extremes of wealth and poverty. Progress
must be understood in new terms.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §18)



Redefining progress

No country is an example of sustainable
development. We thought development was
industrialization, technological capacity, and
macroeconomic growth, but many living
there are dissatisfied and in difficulty, while
iInjustices face numerous other populations
around the world.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §19)



Redefining progress

No one pattern of life and vision of society
can be taken as the model for all of
humanity.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §19)



Redefining progress

Redefining progress requires an expanded
understanding of ourselves as a species,
including truths about the human spirit itself.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §20)



Redefining progress

The simplistic materialistic assumption that
views the individual as a purely self-
interested economic unit, competing with
others to accumulate an ever-greater share
of the world’s material resources, still
underlies the global order.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §20)



Redefining progress

A more accurate understanding of human
nature would include qualities such as
trustworthiness, mutual support, commitment
to truth, and a sense of responsibility, that are
the building blocks of a stable social order,
ensuring that our pursuit of prosperity
includes the many other aspects of individual
and collective well-being.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §21)



Redefining progress

Redefining progress could include new
approaches to ownership and usership, new
forms of urban organization, new methods of
agriculture, power generation, and
transportation, with vast possibilities before
humanity.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §22)



Redefining progress

People and the planet need to be valued as
explicitly today as profit and economic gain
have been in the past.... Basic notions of
progress, development, and prosperity
will need to be recast in far more holistic
terms.

(Rethinking economic arrangements)



RETHINKING ECONOMIC
ARRANGEMENTS

PROPOSALS FOR EXPLORATION

g and the harm inheren
canits

glebal arrangem

0T ! _" =ntrrent, sufficien
RN

ndect that vicws the ing
ing with

“The arrangements of
the circumstances of the
people must be such that
poverty shall disappear,
that everyone, as far as
possible ... shall share in
comfort and well-being.”

— Babd’i boly writings



Aligning with Higher Principles
L& L% L

Humanity's cxietence & governed not
only by physical forocs, but also by
socal and moral laws of cause and
cfcct. Grood is inherently corrosive
to the common good, no matter how
artfully justificd or concoaked. dcts
af sclflcss compassion invariably hald
the power to motivate and inspirc,
na matter how scomingly simplc

ar o latcd.

From this porspective, the path to a
morc harmomous relatiorship with
naturs cannot be one of technological
adjustment alonc. It must also invole
communitics and socictics learn-

ing to align themsclves with higher
principles.

Unlocking the high-mindcd qualitics
larent in every individual has boon o
contral concern of religious tcachings
and idcals for milknnia. Thar fanac-
icism and scctarian dogmatism have
undermined the moral and cthical

impcratives that lic at the boare of

so many faith traditions can hardby
be denicd. Meoverthek s, communi-
tics that arc actively laboring to put
transccndent valucs into practice, for
the betterment of all, represent a res-
crvoir of cxporicnos worthy of serious
consideration.

*Man’s mcrit licth in scrvice and
virtug and not in the pagoantry

of wealth and nches,” asscris
Bahid'v'llih, promiding onc examplk,
among many, of an approach to por-
sonal identity and colkctive intcrac-
tian that is grounded in valucs tran-
scending material prosperity alone.
How such ideals come to infusc the
thinking and bchavier of growing
numbcrs, and how this process can
b consciously festered and acccler-
atcd, arc questions of contral impor-
tance to the covirenmental movement
and to humanity as a whale.

PROPOSALS FOR EXPLORATION

Much rermaires to be learned about
models of society that prioritize ethical
principles and actively foster their
devalopment and application through-
out a papulation. Extablishing within
each Uinited Mations agency a focal
paint of learning about the practical
application of moral and ethical princi
ples, rather than simply s=eking ready
sohutions, could generate knowledge
about how advancerment can be pro-
moted acoss the full range of human
Experisncs.

A riotable aternative to the parsdigm
of material advancement alone can be
fourd in the significarce that mult:
tudes around the world place in the
trarecendence of the human spirit and
it connection with the divine. Much
could be learred from & syst=matic ard
scientific inquiry into communities that
are l=arning to apply spiritual princik
ples—such as s=lfl=ssness, solidarity
with others, and stewardship for the
ristural world—to advance broad-basad
social progress. In addition to vark

ous United Mations initiatives already
forused on =ngagement with faith-
based organizations, such an inquiry
could explore altemative sources of
motivation and inspiration, and the
impact they can hawve on community
and erwironmental well-being.

I neworking to build a more sus-

tainable waorld, humanity has at
it= dispomal two mutually reinforcing
zystermes of knowledge and practice:
=ciznce and religion.

Scientific inquiry has been a vital
nstrument in seeking to understand
phy=ical reality and in forging innova-
tive solutions based on a2 ==arch for
truth and 2 commitment to leaming.
When combined with values such as
freedom from prejudics and bias, it
has enabl=d humanity to s=parate
fact from conjecturs. Scientific capa-
bilities—of chsarving, measuring, rig-
oroush testing ideas—have allowed

usto construct a coherent under
standing of the laws and processas
governing physical reality, as well 2=
to gain insights into human conduct
and the warking of society. Far fram
being the province of researchers and

academics alore, the methodalogi=s
of scimntific inquiry are tools that army
irdividual or commun ity can employ.

Faor its part, religion provides &
framework by which high ideals can
be applied to individual lives and to
the lif= of society, for the betterment
of all. The =piritual principles animat-
ing the warld's enduring religions
have aided individuals and entire:
populations to grapple with ques-
tions of me=aning, purposs, and the
nature of the good life and the good
society. When trus to these id=als,
religion has provided a bubsark
against idmologies of materialism that
would reduce human beings to mers
razgurces to be sxploited or con-
surmers to be satizt=d. At its high=st,
religion has not only raised the call
to wirtues such as integrity, good
character, high resolve, cooperation,

o

and sacrificial endeavor, but drawn
growing numbers together around
such principles, unifying disparate
elerments, and giving rise to cohesive
communities warking to manifest high
id=als in practice.

Taken togeather, scisnce and religion
provide fundamental organizing
principles by which lasting progress
can be made. When both the material
ard spiritual dimensions of humanity
ar= kept in mind, and dus attention is
given ta both scientific and spiritual
lnowledgs, the terdency to reduce
human progress to the consumption
of goods, services, and tachrological
packages is avoided. Both science
ard religion are s===ntial to the liber-
ation of individuals and communities
from the traps of ignorance ard pas-
sivity. Both are vital to the sdvarce-
meent of civilization.

igion and science

are the two wings upon
which man’s intelligence

Carn s

ar into the heights,

with which the human
soul can prc

—B




Aligning with higher principles

Humanity's existence is governed not only
by physical forces, but also by social and
moral laws of cause and effect.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §24)



Aligning with higher principles

Greed is inherently corrosive to the common
good, no matter how artfully justified or
concealed. Acts of selfless compassion
invariably hold the power to motivate and
iInspire, no matter how seemingly simple or
isolated.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §24)



Aligning with higher principles

The path to a more harmonious relationship
with nature, beyond technological
adjustment, must involve communities and
societies learning to live by higher principles.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §25)



Aligning with higher principles

Religious teachings can unlocking the high-
minded qualities latent in every individual,
creating communities that are actively
putting transcendent values into practice for

the betterment of all.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §26)



Aligning with higher principles

"Man’s merit lieth in service and virtue and
not in the pageantry of wealth and riches,”
says Baha'u'llah, an example of values
transcending material prosperity alone that
can help the environmental movement and
humanity as a whole.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §27)



Justice as Process and Outcome

Central to any authcnric concoption
af cnencss at a planctary level ac
esuce of justice. That widesprcad
suffcring has resuleed from human-
ity"s extractive relationship with the
natural world, that a scloct fow bon-
chit from excossive use of the carth’s
resources to the detriment of many
others, that immediare preforences
aften override the basic nocds of
future gencrations—thess reveal pro-
found injustices to pooapk and planct.

Corrccting such ills will require an
honest reckoning, along with crc-
ativity, perscverance, and humilicy

in response. The voicos of thoss who
have been disadvantaged by the cur-
rent order will need to fgure far marc
prominently inta decision-

muaking processcs at all lovels, Insighe
will need to be sought from papala-
tions sustaining mors harmonious
mclationships with the narural woarld,
many of whom live in arcas other
than urban conters. Dhverss cultural
understandings of humanity’s rela-
ticnship with the natural werld, cepc-
cially thoss of indigenous pooples,
can provide necded insights into the
crcarion of more holistic and sustain-
able modck for present and future
Eercrations.

Justice demands a wide range of
outcomes—that the bencfits of
buman civilization be distribured
with cquity, for cxamplc, or that
responsibility farundertaking nec-
cssary transitions be apporticncd

in light of actors” historic contribu-
ticns to the present climate crisis.
But justice at the lovel of ontcome is
cstablishcd only through the opora-
tion of justice at the level of proccss.
At the individual level, justice calls
for fair-mindcdncss in onc's judg-
ments and cquity in onc's troatment
of athers. At the group kv, it is the
practical expression of awarcnoss
that the intorests of the individual
and those of socicry arc incctricably
linked. It also requircs a standard of
truth-sccking far boyond the pattorns
of nogotiation and compromies that
tend to charactorize prosont-day rela-
ticns—a proccss of consultation and
decision-making that is principled,
candid, and fact-bascd.

At all kovels, the capacity to man-
ifcer justicc—and commitment to
doing so—must be strengthoned.
Just and cquitable relationships arc
indispensable foundations for any
unificd global movement for the
common gaod.

PROPOSALS FOR EXPLORATION

Justice de=mands coberence betamen
word and de=d. Beyond establishing
reww bodies or concludirg new agree
ments, thersfore, the nternational
commun ity must mske the fulfillmernt
of promises already made 2 keystone
of all future efforts. In doing so, itcan
help reestablish stores of trust which
hawe become perilously depletad in
recent y=ars—trust in slected authar
ities, trust in news media, trust in the
findirgs of science, and trust in the
commitments made by world l=aders.

Within current structures, global
arrangements could be made more
just by =stablishing mears to astimate
and maodel the effects that proposed
policies would hawve in the future. Such
a forward-looking crisrtation, as se=n,
for example, in the proposed Linited
Mations Special Envoy for Future
Gererations and building on the les-
zone [earned from localities that have
iratituted such an spproach, would
help insulate decision-making from nar
rower interests of present actors and
prioritize medium and long-term equity
and stewardship.

LEARNING AS A MODE OF OPERATION

A glebal civilization in 2 sustainzble relationship with
1 Wthe natural world has rever sxisted. Laying its foun-
dations in numerous localities, reflacting 2 vast spectrum
of social and ecological circumstances, therefore calls
for a process of leaming on a global scale. Basic require-
merts and foundational principles have been identified in
nurmercus ar=as, ranging from physical proce=sses to policy
framewarks. Yt the wize application of principles to =pe-
cific instances of social tran=formation is =omething that

can only be leamed through experiznce.

To take |=arning 2= a central objective of amvironmental
action calls far specific habits and bahaviors. Whean oper-
ating in & mode of l=aming, visione and strat=gies are
reexamined time ard again. Plans grow organically ower
tirre and are modified in light of action taken, sxperisnce
g=rerated, and le=zons leamed. Action is process-orisnted,
rather than solely defined by everts ar projects. Haphazard
change is avoided and continuity of =Hort iz maintaired.

Genuine learning hinges as much on the motive and

intent of actors, 2= on formal structures ard processas.

An irternational conference characterized by concem for
status and reputation, or credit and blame, for sxample,
will struggle to g=rerate useful insights, no matter bow
many ==ssions are devoted to the sharing of best practices
of |easons learmed.

An orimntation toward l=aming also requires understanding
of the role of mistaloss and s=tbacks in the path of progress.
Whermas the scientific method makes full us= of the dislectic
of trial and =mor, international processes are oftan con-
sumed by a s=arch for the perdect program or policy from
the outset. This must be replaced by a culture of exploration

ard an mamest s=arch for appropriate soltions, in full recog-
nition that all nvolved will, at times, sncounber sstbacks and
fall short. Humility is the gateway to l=arning.

Vital to & mod= of l=arning in action is the principle of cor
=ultation, understood as the process of building cons=n=us
about the truth of a situation and determining the wisest
courze of action among available optiore. Ina consultative
process, individual participants strive to trarecend thei
respective points of view, and function inst=ad as members
of a collective with its own aims and goals. In an atmosphers
characterizad by both candor and courtesy, ideas belang
not to the individual to whom they occur, but to the group
a= a whole. Truth is nottreated 2= & compromizs betwesn
ocpposing interest groups, nor are participants animatad by
the desire to control one anothar. The aim isto harmess the
power of unified thought and action. And the perspectives
ard aspirations of those whose lives will be impacted by
decisions are kept in mind at all times.

Buildireg more sustainable societies invohes rot only the
application of =xisting knowledg=, but also the genara-

tion of new krowledge. Much of this will take the farm of
insights acquired through ssperimentation at the local level.
Initial obaervations may consist of little more than per-
=onal accounts of grassroots actars. But over time patterns
errerge which can be docurment=d and analyzed, leading
to an increasingly rich body of knowledge which canbe
diszeminated back tothe grassroots and us=d to sthaps
subsequent efforts. Conceived in this way, learning about
the construction of a sustainable world becomes the prow-
ince not of a limited group of mapearts slore, but rather an
endeawar both relying on and welcoming the contribution of
the masses of humarity.




Justice as process and outcome

Justice iIs central to oneness at a planetary level.
There are profound injustices to people and planet
in the widespread suffering resulting from
humanity’s extractive relationship with the natural
world, when a select few benefit from excessive
use of the earth’s resources while hurting many
others, when immediate desires take away from
the basic needs of future generations.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §29)



Justice as process and outcome

Correcting such ills will require honesty, creativity,
perseverance, and humility. Decision-making must
include the voices of those who have been
disadvantaged by the current order, drawing on
insights of populations and indigenous peoples
living in harmony with the natural world, and
creating more holistic and sustainable models for
present and future generations.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §30)



Justice as process and outcome

Justice demands that the benefits of human
civilization be distributed with equity, and
that responsibility for undertaking necessary
transitions reflect historic contributions to the

present climate crisis. We also need just
processes.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §31)



Justice as process and outcome

At the individual level, justice calls for fair-
mindedness in one’s judgments and equity
iIn one’s treatment of others. At the group
level, it is the awareness that the interests of
the individual and those of society are
closely linked.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §31)



Justice as process and outcome

It also requires seeking truth far beyond
present patterns of negotiation and
compromise, using a process of consultation
and decision-making that is principled, open,
and fact-based.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §31)



Justice as process and outcome

At all levels, the capacity to manifest justice
—and commitment to doing so—must be
strengthened. Just and equitable
relationships are the foundation for any

unified global movement for the common
good.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §32)
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Mumerous actors have a part to play in building a morc

sustamnable world. Local commumitics can do much to

allective action and mulply the innovative capac-
wtics of their members. Youth consistently demonstrate an

opcnncss to now ways of organizing socicty, a w
ta lcarn through front-line action, and a radiness to com-
mit themschecs to high cndcavors and the wdl-boang of

futurc goncrat
the contcmporary cconom

nEnCss

Busincss and indusery, as linchpins of

ordcr, can make constroctive
plc through s
scapes across the globe. The mole of na

decisions who

nal governmendt,
At this point in
= onc of the fundamental

however,
homan history, the natio
Iitical order. Seates thercfore have

units of the global
an indsponsable roke i addressing transnational coviron-
mental challenges.

The mandate of the state, as steward of the commaon good,
15 long-tcrm in natunc, transcending dectoral cycles and

The state aksa bears crucial responsbility for governing
the commons, whether within its own borders or in collab-
un with ather institutions beyond them, for examplc
in managing and caring for pu

o

c goods that benefie all.

The F

an coy

Il capacitics of the statc muost be brought to bear
vnmental challenges. Romal
across various scctons of socicty is the work of decades,
fi yobs, and
gaverm-

g cntire industrics

| vast quantitics

physical infrastrocture. Vital, thercfore, w

pay ]

"s rode in developing lonp-term plans, advancng
FInE E P E

mc, and creating the conditions in

which nccossary advances become frasmble.

vk

In somc cascs this might take the form of subsidics,
componsation, regulatory adjustments, or other means of
miccntivizing nocded action.

sther times, the nom-
sctting role of government and individoal leaders will be

roguired—cxplaining, cncouraging, p
n. In all, mssitutions of gevernance arc umigquely posi-
foster and sustain gencrational transition.

ARmE, ca

o

Establshing ncw gualitics and attitudcs toward lcadcrship
1, of states arc ta
ronmental concerns. Personal character s contral in thes

regard and progress would be scon in leaders approaching

public scrvice as a ros; ality and not a path to per-

will b cssen ctively address cavi-

5

sonal gain, demonstrating accoantability to cnds higher
than clectoral victory or personal advancement, and tak-
ing decisions that arc difficult but aligned with the greater

good. Such instances of moral conrage stand among lcad-

crs” most enduring achicvements and will be remembered

c caloalations of any partscular moment or
matec have faded.

olitical

Pessim=m about the role of the state has grown in recene

and standards
; when
scrvice provision has been privatized in ways that sub-

fit
motive; when political corruption and cxpedioncy have
sacrificed the common good to personal advantage.

ordinatc human well-being o the demands of the

ates the

Good governa
hich the priva

context in s

tor, the scientific community,

3

civil society, and others can make
th ibutions

r highest cor

Yet such reflections arc less an indictment of government
itsclf than a reminder of the unique power it he |
governance allows the f action to be unlocked at
the | f individual initiative and o sorge at the level of
¢ volition. Good governance creates the context
in which the private scctor, the sciontific community,

civil socicty, and others can make their highest contn-
butions. All, therchore, have an mmterest in cnsuning that
government cxcowtes, as fully as p
promater of the public truse.

wer

xible, its functions as




Embracing the Role of the State

Numerous actors have a part to play in
building a more sustainable world. Local
communities can do much to foster
collective action.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §34)



Embracing the Role of the State

Youth demonstrate an openness to new
ways of organizing society, a willingness to
learn through front-line action, and a
readiness to commit themselves to high
endeavors and the well-being of future
generations.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §34)



Embracing the Role of the State

Business and industry can make
constructive decisions whose benefits affect
societies across the globe.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §34)



Embracing the Role of the State

The role of national government, however, is
unique today, where the nation-state is one
of the fundamental units of the global
political order. States therefore have an
indispensable role in addressing
transnational environmental challenges.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §34)



Embracing the Role of the State

Effective governance helps all within a
jurisdiction for generations to come.

The state is also responsible for governing
the commons and public goods, whether
within its own borders or in collaboration
with other institutions beyond them.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §35)



Embracing the Role of the State

Remaking entire industries across various
sectors of society is the work of decades,
involving vast financial resources, jobs, and
physical infrastructure.

Governments must develop long-term plans,
creating the conditions for the necessary
advances.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §36)



Embracing the Role of the State

Establishing new qualities and attitudes
toward leadership will be essential, if states

are to effectively address environmental
concerns.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §38)



Embracing the Role of the State

Personal character is central, requiring
leaders with moral courage approaching
public service as a responsibility and not a
path to personal gain, demonstrating
accountability to ends higher than electoral
victory or personal advancement, and taking
decisions that are difficult but aligned with the
greater good.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §38)



Embracing the Role of the State

Pessimism about the role of the state has
grown when rules and standards are
determined by vested interests; when
services have been privatized in ways that
subordinate human well-being to the profit
motive; when political corruption and
expediency have sacrificed the common
good to personal advantage.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §39)



Embracing the Role of the State

Good governance allows the power of action
to be unlocked both for individual initiative
and collective volition.

Good governance creates the context in
which the private sector, the scientific
community, civil society, and others can
make their highest contributions.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §40)



THE LOCUS OF DECISION-MAKING
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The world that beckons

Everyone can play a part in building a more
sustainable world. Local communities can
do much for collective action using the
innovative capacities of their members.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §34)



The world that beckons

Youth consistently demonstrate an
openness to new ways of organizing society,
a willingness to learn through front-line
action, and a readiness to commit
themselves to high endeavors and the well-
being of future generations.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §34)



The world that beckons

A flourishing global civilization in harmony
with the natural environment is our vision.
This world is one of integration and balance,
beauty, and maturity.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §42)



The world that beckons

It is a world with a redefined sense of
progress, filled with communities and
individuals working together with the support
of institutions toward the realization of their
highest hopes. It is a world without the
destructive moral compromises—social,
economic, and environmental—too often
seen as necessary to progress.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §42)



The world that beckons

Movement toward this vision has begun,
with high ambitions and calls for action. Yet
the transformation is too slow. The longer we
wait, the harder it will be.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §43)



The world that beckons

Will humanity act on the truth that its own

destiny and that of the planet are irrevocably
linked? Or will still greater calamities be
required to move it to action?

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §43)



The world that beckons

The gulf between words and action is a
central challenge. Yet far stronger
consensus and collective will among the
nations is needed around the values
demanded by the current stage of
humanity's development, putting those
values into practice for the common good
and discarding whatever stands in the way.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §44)



The world that beckons

This is a high endeavor indeed, to leave a
priceless legacy for future generations. Let
us join together in rising to its demands.

(based on One Planet — One Habitation §44)
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